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= COUNTY "SHELTER"— 


JIM ELLIS QUITS 


CITY COUNCIL 


THE SUDDEN RESIGNATION OF A CITY 
COUNCILMAN REVEALS THE TENSIONS 
UNDERLYING BISHOP'S SHOW OF "UNITY" 

I T HAD BEEN “A ROUTINE MEETING UNTIL THE END." 
There were the usual agenda items, rather 
less than more this time; they had been 
discussed without undue controversy. The Bish¬ 
op City Council was conducting its business, 
handling the affairs of Inyo's biggest commun¬ 
ity, There was a brief lull in the talk, some¬ 
body leaned back, clasped his hands behind his 
head. Councilman Jim Ellis got their attention 
and announced he had something to say. 

"Effective as of April thirtieth," he 
said, "I won't be your councilman." Another 
councilman, the irascible former mayor, P.D. 
Cook, reacted with what appeared to be unfeign¬ 
ed surprise. H e said something about Ellis hav¬ 
ing been a good councilman. He was sorry to see 
him go. There was very little other open reac¬ 
tion, which left the impression that some if 
not all of the others had anticipated or at 
least suspected that Ellis might be leaving. 
Since the city election weeks ago the council 
had managed to work, openly at least, with a 
kind of resigned harmony, although beneath it 
all lay a barely suppressed tension. The "old 
council" had lost two of its members and one of 
them had been replaced by a woman, Jane Fisher, 
they'd all fired from the clerk's office only 
months before. She had returned to city govero- 
with a new authority and a strong political 
base* 

Ellis afforded few insights about his 
(See COUNCILMAN on Page 2) 


■INDIAN HOUSING 


INDIANS WIN (?) A WAGE SUIT 

A FEDERAL COURT THROWS OUT A LABOR 
UNION CASE THAT WOULD DEMAND MORE 
MONEY FOR HOUSING PROJECT LABORERS 

' I N DOLLAR TERMS, IT VDULD BE DIFFICULT TO DE- 
I ternine who "won" a lawsuit to determine 
—U how much the workers on an Inyo Indian Hous¬ 
ing Project are to be paid. The Department of 
Labor had determined that about an hour was 
the correct figure, an amount based on what 
the department calls the "prevailing wage rate" 
for odinary labor in the area. Reluctantly, the 
Indian Housing Authority, agreed with the fig¬ 
ure, this in spite of the fact that many of the 
county's Indians would be employed on the pro¬ 
ject. 

Norm Morin, the labor union firebrand who 
for years has kept a critical eye on all buil¬ 
ding projects hereabouts, did not. He wanted 
the workers to be paid "scale," or $13 an hour 9 
and so Morin and a host of labor organizations 
wasted no time going to court with the issue. 
They filed suit against the Department of Lab- 

(Seo HOUSING PROJECT, Page 8) 


ALL THE STRAYS DIE . 

IRRESPONSIBLE PET OWNERS 
MAKE "T61" A NECESSITY 

S INCE CARBON MONOXIDE FROM 
a truck motor is "not pure 
carbon monoxide," Inyo's 
animal control officers quit us¬ 
ing the method to kill unwanted strays several 
years ago. "The impurities caused the animals 
to cough, bark and scream," says the county's 
veterinarian, Dr. Bill Smart. "They panicked." 
There were other problems, too; the troube in¬ 
volved in backing a truck up to the small room, 
connecting the hose to the exhaust and waiting 
there, revving up the motor which only partly 
over-rode the sounds of the whimpering, howling 
animals dying a few feet away. 

Today's methods of "animal control" are 
less traumatic but no less effective. It is a 
hypodermic shot called T61 Eutha.na.sia Solut¬ 
ion and with rare exception it awaits every 
single animal that somehow winds up as an in¬ 
mate of the Inyo County Animal Shelter. "Shel¬ 
ter" is of course another euphemistic term, 
one of many used out of necessity by the men 
who must deal, like it or not, with an over¬ 
supply of stray and unwanted animals and an 
undersupply of realism on the part of a public 
that wants its animals out of the way but pre¬ 
fers to share no guilt or knowledge in the way 
it all comes about. Animal control officers 
take no pains either to disguise, or reveal, 
the work they must perform. Many of them are 

(See PETS, Page 2) 


- NEWS.BRIEFS 

FOR BISHOP, A NEW CITY CLERK 

COBURN RETURNS TO THE COP SHOP; TAXPAYERS 
FO0T THE "PROMOTION" BILL; A LIMITED BUDGET 
HINDERS THE GRAND JURY; "JEEPS" IN A PARADOX 

F red coburn, the bishop cm government's 

versatile man of many hats, packed up a 
few personal and business items, walked 
out the door and returned, after all, to his 
first love - the Bishop Police Department. For 
several, sometimes hectic, months, Coburn had 
served as the town's acting city adrninistrat— 
or and its city clerk. All that changed this 
week as the new administrator-clerk. Bob Turn¬ 
er, reported for duty at city hall. Cobum is 
expected, meanwhile, to hover somewhere in the 
background to help Turner in making his way 
through the unfamiliar, and in some cases un- 
■ charted, technicalities of Bishop city govern¬ 
ment. In that, however. Turner himself is no 
novice: He comes from Albany, California,where 
for 16 years he served as the town's adminis¬ 
trative officer. 

THE INYO SUPERVISORS wanted to know more about 
the continually increasing costs of running 
the county's one-man public defender office, 
and last week Defense Lawyer Doug Buchanan ap¬ 
peared before the board of supervisors and 
told then. More crimes, he said, are committed 
by people who say they can't afford the attor¬ 
neys' fees for their defense in court. Conse¬ 
quently, they lean more heavily on the public 
defender's office to handle cases. 

(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page h) 
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i Responding in an almost Pavlovian way to a signal - r Fishing f 
4 Season Opens April 29" - thousands of California southlanders 
appeared predictably at Mono County's Crowley Lake to begin ag- 
- J • ain the annual summer rites. A lake supervisor, John Peebles, 

^ said the fishermen unoomplainingly paid launch fees up to $15 
to fish gunwale to gunwale on Crowley 's cold and crowded waters; 

“1 most were rewarded within minutes with limit catches of fish a- 
j bout the size of one held by this grinning Gardena youth. Their 
’ success had been earlier assured by the California Fish A Game 
Department which planted 150,000 "catchable fish" in Inyo and 
Mono lakes and streams. (Kessler Photos) 


COUNCILMAN, Continued 

sudden, unannounced departure from Bishop City 
government.Some sources close to city hall said 
he quit because Jane Fisher was elected, and 
perhaps even because Peter Pearson had also re¬ 
placed one of the Old Guard incumbents. "Abso¬ 
lutely not," snapped Ellis when questioned. 

Pressed further he said "I just decided 
to. I haven't been feeling good and I thought 
it would be better for me and for the city." 

But the suggestion of an underlying res¬ 
entment came through in another statement he 
made in answer to a question* Did Ellis see a- 
ny serious problems in Bishop’s city govern¬ 
ment? "I don't have any problems. I don't think 
that the City of Bishop and its constituents 
have any problems," he said, but his most rev¬ 
ealing remark was saved for last: "If there are 
any they would be created by the council." Be¬ 
yond that, Ellis ventured no further, save for 
some rather vague advice: "I hope that someone 
from the business climate is appointed." He 
thinks such an appointment, which will be made 
by May 22, would "make for a better balance on 
the council." ^e pointed out that Cook is are- 
tired person, Cambell is in education, Fisher 
is from government, and Pearson from the busi¬ 
ness community. 

Ellis also took issue with published re¬ 
ports to the effect that extreme right-wing 
elements - the John Birch Society perhaps - 
had been behind some of the council's policies 
in recent years. He flatly denied that such 
was the case, although the information had 
come to the media from another councilman. 

Ellis is a driving businessman, the own¬ 
er of one of Bishop's major auto dealerships, 
Eastern Sierra Motors, at which he works full¬ 
time. He is in politics as he is in business, 
a pragmatist who feels that Bishop's city gov¬ 
ernment should rest "with balance" largely in 
the hands of the business community. In that 


belief he is not alone, and city hall watchers 
feel that in the appointment of a replacement 
he is likely to find his hopes fulfilled. 

Fred Cobum who until last week served 
as the city's interim city administrator, said 
that the Bishop code specifies that an appoint¬ 
ment must be made within 30 days, and that a 
special election must be called in 90 days. 
"That also fits in with the November election," 
he pointed out. The winner of the election 
would serve the less-than-two-year3' balance 
of Ellis' terra. Many brieve that the council 
may already have one or two prime candidates 
for the appointment, but the councilman are 
Asking that volunteers for the appointment sub¬ 
mit letters by the 17th.' Meanwhile, the resig¬ 
nation, coupled with the election of two new 
members of the council, has greatly changed 
the "tone" of the Bishop council if not in 
fact much of its policy thrust. The council has 
a strikingly new "image," a new face unfamil¬ 
iar to many in Bishop, but which direction the 
"face" will be looking has yet to be seen. No 
major issues have yet turned up to test the 
present veneer of unity that most of the mem¬ 
bers are trying to achieve, at least on, the 
surface. In Bishop's mainstream establishment 
suoh unity is valued. It is "good business." 


PETS, Continued 

attentive and loving pet owners, and few if a- 
ny reveal even the slightest trace of the sad¬ 
ism attributed.to "dog catchers." 

Neither are they the willing heirs of 
other peoples' guilt problems and wishful think¬ 
ing. "We are not," one of them pointedly at¬ 
tests, "a placement agency. "Otherwise, we would 
have fifty, a hundred...a thousand?...animals. 
And what do you do with them?" Many people, it 
seems, turn unwanted pet3 or strays over to 
the "humane society" telling themselves and, 
more likely, their children, that the animals 

(PETS Continued, Page 8) 




















»»NOTES FROM B.K.*« 

S O'M TO? MOVIES scheduled for 
Bishop Theater - Goodbye Givi 
and Gloss Encos&n’bxrs . Also an 
oldie (hut goodie) The Sting, 
which is getting a re-run on 
the Bishop screen. The theat¬ 
er’s new owner, Blair Hilbom, 
is trying to upgrade his pro- i 
grams - and also the house,, 

New seats, new paint. And he 
has already put out warnings: 
the younger set will have to 
cut out the racket and vand¬ 
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alism - or be banned from the only moviehouse 
in the county. 

•*** 

SHARP, EXPERIENCED, CAPABLE. Runs a tight ship. 
That's the generally held view of Inyo’s coun¬ 
ty administrator, John K. Smith. But for a few 
he is seen as perhaps too sharp, too capable, 
that he may be the most powerful single indiv¬ 
idual in county government. As the election 
gets underway, there’s more than one candidate 
planning to make the "CA's office" an issue. 
They’re out to "get the power from John K," as 
it has been confided to this column by at least 
two candidates* "^e's the only one in the gov¬ 
ernment Tdth five jobs: administrator, civil 
defense director, personnel director, purchas¬ 
ing agent, and an appointee to sit in on the ' 
planning commission." Increasing interest in 
the seemingly arbitrary, free-handed handling 
of employee hiring. But the candidates claim 
they’re holding off their big guns until the 
last week before election. T/Jhy? -They say they 
are aware of John K.’s personal political base 
that could go against them 0 

-*** 

VERT PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Fred Baranowski. He 
is the friendly B of A man who doesn’t like to 
leave the depositors and bank customers wait¬ 
ing outside - if they're a little early or a 
little late. His name recommended to us as a 1 : 
VPP in recognition of courtesies extended to 
the Bishop bank's customers. 

-*** 

NOVI IT’S OFFICIAL: "JAWIS" IS AHEAD in the 
polls. A media survey of major California 
counties showed that property owners stand at 
h$% in favor of the Jarvis initiative, only 
3k% against it, with about 20$ undecided. The 
only county with a majority against Jarvis is 
Sacramento - ’where the bureaucrats live. A 
Channel 2 debate between Howard J. and the as¬ 
sembly speaker last week probably put Jarvis 
still further aheado Debate Mediator (and wri¬ 
ter-producer of the show) Joe Benti evoked 
more than a few stuttering responses from the 
anti—Jarvis speaker, although not intentional¬ 
ly. Channel 2 ! s management has come out edit¬ 
orially against Jarvis. Benti was fair, care¬ 
ful to give each side its due. Benti himself 
wrote the show, one of the best he’s done. 

*** . i 

SOME READERS AS K if NEWS-LETTER has any pref¬ 
erences of issues and candidates in the upcom¬ 
ing election. Yes. Next question? 

770RTH READING: A short piece published in a 
little-known newsletter called High Sierra 
Epistle . .Authored by Ron Miner, a Lone Pine 
pastor. In "Thy Kingdom, Thy Vfi.ll" Miner touch¬ 
es on "this temptation of pouring people into 
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our moulds." Intelligent insight into a maj¬ 
or problem of religion - all religions - in 
these times. First of a two-part article. 

,; V .. V *** 

WHEN SHE COMES BACK TO FILM A MOVIE IN INYO, 
air-crash heroine Lauren Elder may not be 
welcomed with what one might call "open arms." 
What she had to say about two or three Indep¬ 
endence people in her book One AVone Sur¬ 
vived is under serious question about accur¬ 
acy. A reprint of the book in a recent issue 
of MoCall f s magazine so enraged a reader in 
North Carolina that he called an Independence 
motel owner and demanded, "Are all of you bad 
in Independence?" Elder's book implies that 
she came down the mountain from the crash ask¬ 
ing for help and was turned away by cold-heart¬ 
ed or indifferent people. The people vho got 
the phone call from the North Carolina reader 
were in fact the ones who summoned the sher¬ 
iff’s men - as Elder herself attests. 

•*** 

GO TO CROWLEY AT YOUR PERIL. Vfe did. I »m tell¬ 
ing you, you can get a hook in your ear (or 
someplace). Fishermen - and women, mind you - 
lining the bank in LO-degree temperatures, 
shoulder to shoulder, vying for a spot to get 
a line in the water. Boats, campers, trailers, 
beer cans, noisy and irritating people who 
couldn’t utter a word under 70 decibles, and 
all smelling like fish. Opening day. TV cam¬ 
eras (ours, too) telling it like it is for 
the Saturday night news. Lake Supervisor John 
Peebles at the entrance gate with his helpers 
collecting launch fees up to $15; a tidy sum 
for the day's net when you figure nearly 
11,000 people with about 1500 boats. (Note to 
our LA assignments editor: Next time, can I 
please cover a tennis match instead?) 

-*** 

ALL UP IN THE AIR ON FRIDAY: Denton Sonke, 
the Bishop chamber of commerce man, taking 
"the press" up in his airplane, showing the 
photogs the scenery - and thousands of people. 
Sonke busy all weekend. Meetings. Arranging 
this and that. Very happy with the crowd that 
turned out for Inyo’s Big Day. 

whs- 

MOHE VPP: Mary Michels of Independence. Pines 
Cafe. Takes time out to listen, makes you 
feel welcome. Several people recommended her 
as a Very Pleasant Person. In our way of 
thinking, a good choice. 

•*** 

BISHOP HAS A FLASHER. A/ lasher ? Yes, there’s 
this nut running amok, hanging around the 
schools up there. A few narrow escapes; the 
officers trying to catch him in the act. I 
thought that kind of stuff was for the cities. 

■*** 

NETT ARRIVAL: Amanda Yancey, April .21;, Southern 
Inyo Hospital. The proud parents are Monte and 
Ahna Yancey, Lone Fine. They wanted a girl, a 
sister for their nine-year-old son A.dam, and 
they got her. Happy as a good detective and 
his wife -can be. 

•**■* 

GOOD NETS FOR THE DOPERS: Don't worry about 
it, not a bit. The research labs have found 
out that only 18^% of the grass you're buying 
has been sprayed with enough Paraquat to real¬ 
ly hurt you. That means only one joint in five 
(B.K.'s NOTE? d ?— It) 
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B.K.*s NOTES, Continued . 

can kill you, a kind of slow Russian Roulette. 
One problem: the researchers haven't found any 
practical, instant-test way to find out which 
one of the five is the bummer. 

WHO'S THE PLANNING COMMISSION SECRETARY? We 
thought they hired one, but, no, the planning 
director isn't quite sure. Another department 
was listing county job descriptions, official 
titles, etc. But the director couldn’t say, ex¬ 
plaining that "down south" the director him¬ 
self has the power to sign things and....and 
so-forth. Courthouse sources, long-since used 
to the fuzzy dealings and authority delegations 
at the planning department, shrugged and gave 
up. No "official" listing for "secretary." Af¬ 
ter all, what's in a name, or a title, so long 
as the work gets done. If, of course, it gets 

done..It does, doesn't it, in our planning 

department. ‘ 

THE NIXON BOOK IS OUT. Some of the papers will 
be carrying a serialized version. Haldeman's 
book has been out for some time. If you think 
he has anything to say and don't want to buy 
it, there’s a good presentation of the signif¬ 
icant parts in the May issue of Book Digest . 1 
Two scoundrels pointing fingers of blame at f 
each other. In comment I'd have to borrow from 
an older, far greater author of long ago: "How 
weary, stale, flat and unprofitable..." Except 
of course for the pair of deuces that stand to 
make a bundle out of them. 

SOME MORE KEY PEOPLE IN COUNTY GOVERNMENT are 
actively looking for jobs. They say they are 
stifled by red tape and petty politics, and 
that the increasing tensions in their depart-: 
ments prevent them "doing their jobs." Said 
one of them in a job interview: "I thought we 
were supposed to serve the public. We can't; 
the power groups won’t let us, and so we fill 
out forms." Yes. A direct quote, firsthand. 

tH'r* 

MORE VPP DEPT: Remember Bill Zukowslcy? Lived 
here in the county for some time. Tall, good- 
looking fellow, 27. Decided he'd go to law 
school in San Diego. Did so. Last July passed 
the California Bar exam. Returned here over 
the weekend to see old friends. 'Kill soon go 
into VISTA for two years, then into his own 
private practice, maybe around here somewhere 
Best wishes from all. Yep, there are still a 
few idealists left, he's one of them. 

ASX ED MATHER to see that jazzy watchband he 
wears. Enough sterling and turquoise to sink 
a battleship. Handmade to his order. Wow. He’s 
■ another VPP. 

*** 

A TIP OF BSNETT’S BONNET TO DWP's HARRIS LAR- 
son. Concerned and caring. Read about his part 
in a dramatic "horse incident" near Aberdeen 
elsewhere in this issue. 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
every day.... 

- Sincerely, 



NET/S BRIEFS, Continued . 

A FINAL AGREEMENT - fifth in a series 
of written contractural commitments — may con¬ 
clude the negotiations that will transfer con¬ 
trol of the Bishop sewer system from Inyo's 
county government to the Eastern Sierra Comm¬ 
unity Service District. The long and perhaps 
overly complex transfer procedures have kept 
the district attorney's office wading knee- 
high in sewer legalities, drawing up transfer 
provisions with, among others, the City of 
Bishop and the building inspector. The entire 
sewer project from start to finish has been 
wracked with delays caused by red tape, cons¬ 
truction problems and legalities, but for many 
in Inyo County, it may have been worth waiting 
for: Completion of the project and transfer of, 
billing and maintenance to the sewer district, 
has prompted a minor building boom at Bishop. 
Property owners had awaited the project's com -r 
pletion to begin building homes and develop¬ 
ments. 

BISHOP CITY TAXPAYERS may or may not know, or 
care, that more than $50,000 of their tax dol¬ 
lars goes indirectly (via the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce; into the town's private business c.ommu- 
nity. This year. Bishop's "community promotion" 
budget has been set at $56,525, and city offic¬ 
ials explain the expenditure as being "our con¬ 
tribution to the Chamber of Commerce" for ad¬ 
vertising and promoting business, for part-pay¬ 
ment of chamber salaries, brochures and the* 
chamber budget in general. Assuming that "pro¬ 
motion" pays off, and most people think it* 
does, the Bishop taxpayers may be getting a 
bargain: The Bishop area and Crawley Lake en¬ 
joyed record tourist business from skiers and, 
over the past weekend, fishermen. 

***■ 

INYO'S CONSERVATIONISTS ARE A BUSY LOT, or at 
least American Motors Corporation thinks so. 

For the second consecutive year AMC has chosen 
an Inyo Countian for its prestigious conserva¬ 
tion award. ri e i s Phil Pister of Bishop, who 
was instrumental in formation of the Desert. 
Fishes Council and the rescue from oblivion of 
the controversial Devil's Hole Pupfish, an en¬ 
dangered prehistoric curiosity that lives only 
in small, vulnerable (to developers) pools in 
the Death Valley area. In recognition, Pister, 
one of two Californians chosen for a prize, re¬ 
ceived $500 and a bronze plaque. Last year, AMD 
had chosen Mary DeDecker of Independence for 
her outspoken crusades to save the endangered 
native plants of the Eastern Sierra, and for 
her efforts in keeping the rowdy off-road ve¬ 
hicles out of desert areas. Paradox: American 
Motors manufactures one of the most popular of ' 
those pesky and desert-destroying ORV's, the 
dune-hopping Jeep. 

***- 

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE SUMMER'S WAGE NEGOTIATIONS, 
the Inyo supervisors have set aside $200,000 
for county workers' anticipated cost-of-living 
wage demands* The county employees won't necess- 
S-Uily get all of it, but, then again, they may, 

I depending on how strong their bargaining posi¬ 
tion is during the post—election negotiations. 
The outcome of the June election, in which Cal¬ 
ifornians will decide the tax-cutting Jarvis 
Initiative, may have bearing on what Inyo's em¬ 
ployees will be paid in coming months. The lay- 

(More NEWS BRIEFS on Page 7) 
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BLACK ; V 1 Vivitar 







35 CA 35mm 
CAMERA 


Vivitar 

MODEL 50 

ELECTRONIC 

FLASH 


You won't need a crystal 
ball to know what lies ahead 
with this combo... 
perfectly exposed, razor-sharp prints or slides every time! 

They work together like magic. The super-compact 35 CA features 
automatic exposure control and accurate rangefinder focusing. Mount 
the 50 Flash on top and like magic, the camera automatically sets the 
flash exposures too! And the 50 Flash gets up to 200 flashes from one 
tiny alkaline battery. 

A** you have to do is focus and shoot, for stunning photos indoors 
or outdoors, day or night. 

This is Vivitar's smallest, lightest camera and electronic flash com¬ 
bination. They look great together, easily slip into a pocket or purse, 
and work together automatically without cords. 

Black or Chrome camera with pouch case, BOTH J 

wrist strap, lens cap and battery, hmi v ^07 /0 

plus Model 50 Flash with battery LY w / —. 


REG.$134.95 

l 

See them now at 


PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SERVICE & 
SUPPLY... 
RENTALS... 
DARKROOM 
EQUIPMENT... 
REPAIRS... 
BLUEPRINTING.. 
CUSTOM 

FRAMING ... 


Donnnuoo o rj u o □ n cT 

PtuCUfot 

CAMERA HOUSE 

DQOQDUOOODGUUaoaOa 


106 No. Ma«N ST, 
BISHOP, CA 03014 


PHONK (714) ©72-0077 U 


real estate • 


o o 


BUYING or SELLING, 
You’ll want 
Fast Action. 

Call Today... 


We’re Here For You. « 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 


REALTOR* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 
res. (714) 876-4442 




tb?L. .nff 

bus. (714) 876-4121 . 


1 PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate" 

1 res. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121 

310 so. main street, suite 108 

tone pine, California 93545 


VOTE 

JUNE6 
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YES, AT THE COURTHOUSE, EXPERIENCE DOES COUNT! 

I’M THE ONLY CANDIDATE IN THIS RACE WHO HAS SFEN 
THE WORKINGS OF "BUREAUCRACY" FROM THE INSIDE, AND 
I KNOW I CAN HELP TO CHANGE THINGS. 


THIS YEAR, 
LET'S GET 
BACK TO 
BASICS... 

ELECT 



LL 

FOR SUPERVISOR, 



••• 



DISTRICT 3 


EXPERIENCED, RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 


RESTORE COMMON SENSE 

TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
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IF YOU NEED HELP IN 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS, 
We Insure Everything From.. 


Tree 
pruners TO 



..Trailer ! 
parks.. ‘ 


...AND A LOT OF OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES*, PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE. , 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 
KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS. 

1 " • • ' *1 I 

R.F. OYLEFt ASSOCIATES' j : 

PETE LARSON • Insurance 
124 N, Main, Lone Pino, California 
Phono 876-4 106 



PETROLEUM 

PRODUCTS... 


...for the 
last of the 


> * 


K' 

' : i 

• ( 


,A. 



fi I 


...INYO...MONO 

*. .NYE AND ESMERALDA COUNTIES 
•OF CALIFORNIA 
AND NEVADA,.. ; 


MILOVICH BROS., INC. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

away funds are part of a county ’'contingency 
fund." ! H; V 

INYO'S DEATH VALLEY-TO-MT. WHITNEY BICYCLE RACE 
is attracting increasing attention here and 
elsewhere. A current issue of WesiMiys magazine 
devotes coverage of the event, scheduled for 
May 13 and ll*. Westuays also gave the Bishop 
Mule Days celebration a plug, but overlooked 
another ^one Pine event set for the same time 
as the bike race: the Arabian Horse race that 
raises large crowds (and lots of dust) in the 
Alabama Hills area, 

*** * 
OFF-ROAD VEHICLES (See previous item) continue 
their rampages through controversial Eureka 
Dunes, although the area was officially closed 
to traffic. There has been little real enforce¬ 
ment of the ban, but that may soon end. The U.S. 
ELsh& Wildlife Service is now determined to 
save the Eureka Evening Primrose and a dozen 
other threatened and Endangered plants growing 
there, and may soon initiate a strict program 
of enforcement, 

DISHEARTENED BY GALLOPING PRODUCE PRICES, In¬ 
yo' 3 senior citizens - and a lot of other pe<}>- 
ple - are turning increasingly to "inflation! 
gardens" to provide needed fresh vegetables* I 
A program sponsored by a group of Southern Iiji- 
yo Senior Citizens provides for the elderly j 
gardener a 10 by 20-foot watered plot for $Iu 
The plots are going fast with not many spaces 


left, according to an item in the newsletter 
published by the American Association of Ret¬ 
ired Persons, The gardeners find their ground¬ 
work already completed with the soil ready for 
planting. The AARP also sells seeds at Lone 
line's Town Hall each Tuesday, ^he planters 
say they can save up to $200 on the cost of 
fresh food. * 

STILL NO OFFICIAL REPORT, INTERIM OR OTHER- 
wise, from Inyo's current grand jury. And no • 
hint, either, as to what the 19 jurors were 
pondering when they met again at the opening 
of the new week. However, a spokesman unoffic¬ 
ially gave two reporters an idea of what the 
jurors may not be doing, and that's a lot. The 
problem lies in the jurors' limited budget 
(around $7$00 this year), and in "the grand 
jury system itself," a system more or less 
bandied back and forth in California for some 
time. With no legal assistance operating inde¬ 
pendently for the jury, the group must depend 
entirely on the district attorney for direct¬ 
ion and advice. More money might provide need¬ 
ed investigators to delve further into the is¬ 
sues the grand jury is interested in: crime, 
and the complex workings of county government, 
its policies and actions, and the ongoing Inyo 
water issue. Another thing the grand jury will 
not be investigating this term is the county's 
controversial personnel policies. "That," said 
an unofficial spokesman, "will have to wait 
for another jury. But we all know where that 
stands anyway, don't we?" Courthouse observers 
would be quick to agree. 
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The ONLY Candidate 
iwho can devote his 
FULL TIME working 
for YOU ! 1 

"Yes. I can and will work full time as your 
Inyo County Supervisor. I have no banking or 
development companies, or other outside 
Interests that might compromise the office." 

ELECT 

MOE JACOBSON 

Supervisor, District 3 
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FITS, Continued 

mil ’’find a good home.” Bat that is not the 
way it works, not in Inyo County or anywhere 
else, as the statistics will clearly shows In 
Inyo County in the past year about $00 stray 
animals, or about liO a month, were ’’put to 
sleep.” 

^n Morse is one of Inyo's shelter work¬ 
ers. ‘When he first went to work five years ago 
• he demonstrated a weakness that does not work 
well in the lives of animal control officers: 

”1 used to take dogs home,” he admits. But not 
any more. ’’You can’t get into sentiment in a 
job like this.” In one case, however, he let 
his feelings get away with him; ”PJ,” or Pen¬ 
elope Jean, is a shelter escapee who now rides 
around with Morse in his county truck. 

People often bring in their animals for 
the simple reason that they don't want them 
anymore, or, sometimes because they want them 
destroyed and wish to avoid a vet's fee* But 
others just let them stray. "It makes you won¬ 
der,” says Morse, "We pick up strays with nice 
collars. They're well-fed.” But only a very few 
call to reclaim them; "maybe two out of ten in 
a year.” 

But for whatever reasons the animals ar¬ 
rive at the county cages, they will not be in 
for long. At best, they will survive there for 
four days, usually less. If they are unclaimed, 
and that is rarely the case, they are injected 
•with either one of two standard shots, like 

T6l which works - painlessly, it is believed - 
on the involuntary muscular system. They seem 
to go to sleep. Nobody likes doing it. And if 
they did, they might not be the kind of people 
you'd "rant on the county payroll. Animal sad¬ 
ists, say the psychiatrists, sometimes have 
other problems beyond their tendency to poison 
dogs, or shoot them, or strangle them. One 
woman in Orange County crucified squirrels’, 

. a youngster here hanged cats. Such as these 
don't make animal control people. 

’.’That are the solutions? The alternatives 
to T6l and gas chambers? 

Most control, people believe that the sol¬ 
utions rest with "just everyday people who keep 
pets.” They must - they must - alter their an¬ 
imals and they must keep them under control. 
Long gone are the days of a less crowded soc¬ 
iety that could let dogs run loose. Even cats 
are how becoming a problem, and a year ago a 
serious rabies outbreak spread to a number of 
the county's cats. 

^he control of animals cost3 Inyo’s tax- 
weary people about $ 50,000 a year, a figure 
only partially covered (about half) by the fees 
paid for licensing, from fines and for board¬ 
ing animals at the shelter. 

The budgeted tax money barely covers the 
| cost of minimal controls. It does not provide, 

for instance, enough money for wages to pay a 
night patrolman for any of the county’s comm¬ 
unities. 

Aren't there other controls? Leash laws? 
Tne "leash law" works - kind of - all daylong; 
never at night, when the pet owners want the 
! family pet(s) to "have a good run," or "get 

some exercise” (Translation: Go to the toilet 
in somebody else’s yard.) 

Is ours a society that still has room, 
or time, for "pets”? Maybe so, maybe no, say 
j the social observers. As population increases. 

a3 society becomes increasingly depersonaliz¬ 
ed, pat owners' rights must give way to in¬ 
dividual rights. Paradoxically, more and more 
people want pets in such a society. Many peo¬ 
ple find themselves alienated, or powerless, 
and they want a pet either to love - or, some¬ 
times, to tyrannize. At least a dog gives them 
the feeling of having control over something . 

Responsible pet ownership is the long- 
sought goal of shelter workers here and every¬ 
where. YfLthout it, Inyo County will need in¬ 
creasing tax dollars to buy increasing amounts 
of T6l and to pay the people to inject it. 

If you’re a pet lover, how Would you like 
the T61 gob? Somebody, hopefully out of sight 
and comfortably out of mind, must do it until 
the animal control officers can instill the i- . 
dea of responsible pet ownership in everybody's 
mind - and heart. 

Most Americans feel an instant sympathy for 
pets, for animals large or small. The Blip’s 

Harris Larson is one of these; Barry Ekstrom, 
a Panamtnt miner, another. Cn Sunday afternoon 
Larson was driving on a remote dirt road east 
of Highway 395. He found a horse with all its 
hooves caught in a cattle guard. He radioed 
for help. Other DWP workers came. Ekstrom al¬ 
so turned uv. The drama that followed - strug¬ 
gling, kicking, pain-ridden horse, and fever¬ 
ish workmen trying to free it - lasted almost 
an hour. A small crowd gathered, truing to 
help, agonizing with the horse and with the 
men trying to free it. Blood everywhere. Fin¬ 
ally, success. The horse was free, but coll¬ 
apsed with exhaustion. He finally stood up. 

Smiles, congratulations, the reassurance of 
a man who seemed to know: No broken bones and 
probably a quick recovery. More than 30 people 
had come out of nowhere to suffer with the 
animal. Everyone left feeling somehow made 
larger, stronger. No one knew - or very much 
cared - whose horse it was. Responsibility. 

HOUSING PROJECT, Continued 

or, the Owens Valley Indian Housing Authority 
and Harshbarger Construction Company, claiming 
that the labor department's wage study was 
not representative of "prevailing wage.” 

Bishop Attorney Ed Forstenzer took up 
the case for OVIHA, although winning for the 
Indians was in a way, a dollar loss; the con¬ 
tract calls for the hiring of a high percent¬ 
age of Indian labor. 

Last week, the Federal Court at Fresno 
dismissed the labor unions' lawsuit, although 
its reasons for doing so are hot yet known, 
pending a written decision. 

Meanwhile, the housing project contin¬ 
ues. Forstenzer said that the construction 
company had not lost a day's work since the 
suit was first filed. And except for a few la¬ 
borers skilled in specific trades, a number of 
the county's Indians are indeed employed on 
the job that will provide more houses for the 
county's reservations - at $5 an hour. • ! 

Each week, the NEWS-LETTER adds a num¬ 
ber of new names to its "complimentary" mail¬ 
ing list, and removes a number of others. If 
you would like to receive the NEWS-LETTER ev¬ 
ery week, use the subscription form in this 
issue to subscribe today at reduced rates. 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomed comment and letters relevant to •public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered 


timely. Most likely to, be published are those letters of ZOO words or less, and 
those with concise viewpoints. Writers should address their statements to PO 
Box 531, Independence, 93526, NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers that publication 
of a letter in no way implies that the editors necessarily agree with its content. 



DWP’S CONTRADICTIONS: 

A CIVIC CLUB GOES ON RECORD 

Gentlemen/Ladies 

The Civic Club of Independence is hereby 
on record as protesting the recommended in¬ 
stallation of water meters in Owens Valley octfr- 
munities. 

We realize it is futile to simply prot¬ 
est, therefore we will quote from the Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power’s ’’Metering of Resid¬ 
ential Customers in Owens Valley - Status Re¬ 
port February, 1978”, and point out some ins¬ 
tances of faulty reasoning. The reasoning is 
faulty if the concern is for efficiency, con¬ 
servation and economic benefit to the Depart¬ 
ment and the communities. If any other concern 
is more relevant than these, then metering may 
be in order with full knowledge of all parties 
as to the reasons i J 

ITEM 1. Page 17 of the status report 
forecasts an initial net revenue ipf $85,000 j 
(after metering) contrasted to $9U,000 at pre¬ 
sent - a Department of Water and Power net less 
of $ 8 , 800 . Decreases in consumption (a suppos¬ 
ed rationale for meters) will increase the De¬ 
partment of Water and Power's net deficit and, 
of course, both the Department and the Valley 
are interested in a consumption decrease. Page 
2 (Summary) states that "gross revenue could 
be greater if a higher level of consumption 
takes place." Question: Is the Department des¬ 
irous for valley residents to increase consump¬ 
tion? If so, we can indicate a number of ways 
for this to come about. 

ITEM 2. Page 5 states that "by install¬ 
ing water meters, significant decreases in con¬ 
sumption can be achieved." Also, "installation 
of residential meters introduces two incent¬ 
ives to water users: (l) an economic incentive 
to reduce the water bill by using less, and 
(2) an awareness of being charged for each un¬ 
it of water consumed." Obviously this is a call 
for conservation (and lower revenue?) 

ITEM 3. Page 9 states that "during 1977 
total system consumptions were reduced as a 
result of their water conservation efforts. 

The total consumed by bone Pine, Independence, 
arid Big Pine was 28 % less than the preceding 
year" (this is for residential use). As town 
residences were (and still are) on a flat rate 
charge, there was no decrease in revenue to 
the Department of Water and Power. 

We thus look at some contrasting.data. . 
Items 1 and 2 seem to call for decreased con¬ 
sumption on the part of valley residents with 
consequent loss in revenue to the Department.* 
Item 3 indicates that valley residents did 
conserve substantially in 1977 without meters 
and no loss in revenue to the Department of 
’Water and Power. 

Another significant factor in this sit¬ 
uation is that Inyo County is the point of or¬ 
igin of the water for bos Angeles. There is 
sufficient water to serve valley residences. 


metered or not. Furthermore, the Los Angeles 
City Council (April 10, 1978 ) rescinded wat¬ 
er restrictions in bos Angeles, which indic¬ 
ates that Los Angelos is apparently receiving 
sufficient water for 4 its needs. 

We are left, then, with these facts. The 
city o.f Los Angeles and the Department of Wat¬ 
er and Power are interested in conserving wat¬ 
er as a principle, and are apparently uncon¬ 
cerned about decreasing revenues from Owens 
Valley communities. Owens Valley communities 
(we speak only of Independence) are interested 
in having sufficient water for their needs with¬ 
out metering (there is no shortage and, when 
there is, we do conserve), fully realizing that 
most water, metered, unmetered, conserved and 
unconserved is still available for use by Los 
Angeles. 

We believe it high time that the city 
of Los Angeles, the Department of Water and 
Power and Inyo County get on with the business 
of living together and not engage in wasteful 
unnecessary controversy over such an insignif¬ 
icant issue as metering some of the residences 
in Owens Valley (the city of Bishop with the 
largest population will not be put on meters.) 

For the Civic Club of Independence, Cal. 

Jay Ector 
Katherine Connable 
Edward Rosendorf 

(Editor's Note: The Independence Civic 
Club is not the first organization or in¬ 
dividual to discover contradictions and 
discrepancies in DWP's reasoning - if in¬ 
deed it can be called " reasoning" at all. 
Perhaps a more responsive or intelligent 
DWP leadership could see another contradic¬ 
tion, one suggested in the Civic Club's 
letter: By bringing metering to Inyo Coun¬ 
ty at this time, DWP creates still another 
public relations error, and its actions are 
bound to create more hard feelings, opposi¬ 
tion and distrust of its motives in the Ow¬ 
ens Valley. The above letter is a press co¬ 
py of a communication forwarded by the Civ¬ 
ic Club to the governor, the supervisors, 
the L.A, city council, the L.A. water comm¬ 
issioners and the Devartment of Water Re¬ 
sources, but such obvious common sense is 
not really exvected to clear the fog or 
the greed and vengefulness in DhT's arro¬ 
gant leadership.) 

ft ft ft 

BIBLE-THUMPING AT BISHOP: 

NEWS-LETTER'S "QUOTE" INIQUITIES 

To INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER: 

NUMBERS Chapter H 4 . Verse 18 (part of a 
conversation between the Lord and Moses): 

"The LORD is long-suffering and of great 
mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, 
and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation. 

(See FORUM, Page 10) 
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FORUM, Continued 

”l?o Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniq¬ 
uity of this people,•• 

"20. And the LORD said, I have pardoned 
according to thy word:.. 

If we must have quotes, let them be ac¬ 
curate and not out of context. 

A text ripped from its context is a pre¬ 
text. 

PS See also Exodus 20 verse f>. 

—Leah Nichols 
Bishop 

(Editor's Note: Reader Nichols makes refer¬ 
ence to a quotation, paraphrased, in a rec- , 
ent NEWS-LETTER story on child abuse, and 
the tendencies of abusers, noticed by psy¬ 
chiatrists, to pass their hostilities along 
to their own children. Although it did not 
elaborate, NEWS-LETTER drew from the find¬ 
ings of modern geneticists who have discov¬ 
ered, sometimes to their amazement, a strik¬ 
ing parallel between their own statistics 
on hereditary tendencies and the Biblical 
statements concerning the ’’third and fourth 
generations. ” Again, a case of modern sci¬ 
ence ’’proving out” the words of the sages 
and prophets. As for NEWS-LETTER’s seeming | 
misquote of Holy Writ, the Editor pleads f 
innocent on the grounds of journalistic li- , 
cense. Never far from his own King James 
Version, the writer had in fact read the 
NUMBERS passage before including the para¬ 
phrase in the story. Due to space limitat¬ 


ions in all vublications, such vararhras¬ 
ing is considered by professionals to be 
useful, acceptable and ethical so far as 
essential meanings are not lost. Although 
NEWS-LETTER finds such criticisms tedious, 
it must be admitted that the geneticists ’ 
findings, included in the story, may have 
made clearer the writer’s reference. Mean¬ 
while, the editor draws once more from the 
Book of NUMBERtS, in answer to his critics 
(Chapter 14, verse 27): ’’...I have heard the 
murmurings of the children of Israel, which 
they murmur against me,") 
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